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KIDS! HERE'S A CHANCE TO CHANGE HISTORY BY
CHANGING A LAW!
from Madalene Murphy and Susan Richman

On May 12 Parent Educators of Pennsylvania will be
hosting another legislative breakfast in Harrisburg
and trying again to convince our state representa-
tives and senators to pass a good homeschooling law.
And this time we will be relying on kids to show why
homeschooling is important and a very good way to
learn. We are asking you -- the homeschooled kids
across Pennsylvania ~-- to give the legislators a
picture of how good homeschooling can be. You may
choose one of these topics to write about; and/or
create a display about:

-Tell the story about a project (art, music, sci-
ence, composition, practical work, etc...) you have
engaged in at home which shows how unique or special
home education is.

-Tell about an incident in your home education
which helped you become a better person (i.e. commu-
nitee service work, volunteer work, visiting nursing
homes, religious education).
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—~Think of what you know this year that you didn't
know last year and write about how you learned it
(such as how to read, how to wire electrical fix-
tures, how to publish a newsletter...) especially
pointing out things that might not be possible in
school.

-

—-Describe a typical day of learning at home, show-
ing the variety of things you do.

—~Address the "social life" question, describing
perhaps how you make friendships while homeschooling
(through homeschooling support groups, family-to-
family visits, scouts or 4-H, church groups, neigh-
borhood friends, out—-of-home classes, etc.). What's
positive about the social life of homeschoolers?

If you need help with editing what you wrote, ask
your parents or someone else to help you, then write
or type it up neatly and send it; and a very brief
description of any display to:

Tom Eldredge

1071 Pocopson Creek Road

West Chester, PA 19382

Some essays will be chosen to be read at the break-
fast by their authors and as many of the others as
possible will be displayed there (if the possibility
of reading makes you nervous, then just enclose a
note saying, "Display only"). We will have table
space for project displays. Be sure to arrive early
enough to set it up neatly (doors open at 7 a.m.).

You or your parents could also use this opportunity
to contact your senator and representative, tell
them you have written an essay on homeschooling and
personally invite them to the breakfast to see or
hear it. We will need your writings by April 15.
Be sure to keep a copy to practice reading, if you
are chosen, or to bring with you and personally
present to your legislators.
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D'ifrufg Chanyt Policies !

The best news about cooperative school districts
right now is that two new districts added to our
listing~- Solanco and Wyalusing-- were formerly
included in the Home School Legal Defense
Association's Class Action Suit! They both decided
that rather than fight it out in court, it would
indeed be better to just change their local policies
so that their homeschooling families' rights would
not be violated. The HSLDA is now adding several
other districts to the suit, and are hoping that

UNIONVILLE-CHADDS FORD S°©°¢n more districts will feel pressured to change

their restrictive policies before the suit even
comes to court. There is no date set yet for a
hearing on the federal suit, but Attorney Chris
Klicka of HSLDA hopes that certainly by the
beginning of the next school year some ruling will
be made.
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